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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 1-3, 9-11, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Frolov et al. (6,715,225) in view of Brown et al. (6,240,665) and Logan (4,466,208). 

Frolov discloses an illuminated exit device comprising a door latch mechanism (col. 2, 
lines 1-5); a base 12 for attachment to a surface of a door; an elongated push-bar actuator 20 
movably mounted relative to the base and connected to operate the latch mechanism when 
pressure is applied to the actuator; a planar electroluminescent illuminator 30 including electrical 
wiring 60, 62 extending through the exit device for connection to a source of electrical power, a 
planar sign 24 including opaque portions for blocking illumination from the electroluminescent 
illuminator, the sign being mounted in front of the electroluminescent illuminator. However, 
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Frolov does not disclose a transparent protective cover mounted in front of the sign. Brown 
teaches that it was known in the art to provide a transparent protective cover over the front of a 
sign. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the sign disclosed by Frolov with a transparent protective cover, as taught 
by Brown et al., in order to protect the face of the sign. Further, the electroluminescent 
illuminator disclosed by Frolov is a planar series of LEDs, rather than flat-panel illuminator 
producing illumination by electroluminescence of an electrically excited electroluminescent 
material extending over the surface of the illuminator. Logan teaches that it was known in the art 
to use a flat-panel electroluminescent illuminator to illuminate an exit sign. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the 
series of LEDs disclosed by Frolov with a single flat-panel electroluminescent illuminator, as 
taught by Logan, in order to achieve a simpler assembly and a more uniform illumination. 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, the sign disclosed by Frolov comprises a plastic insert that is 
mounted in an aperture in the sign. Brown et al. teaches that it was known in the art to form 
indicia by providing an opaque film attached to the transparent cover. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
sign disclosed by Frolov with an opaque film to form the indicia, as taught by Brown, in order to 
save expense and simplify construction. 

4. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frolov et al. 
(6,715,225) in view of Brown et al. (6,240,665) and Logan (4,466,208), as applied to claim 1, 
above, and further in view of Tietze et al. (6,698,1 18). 
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Frolov discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. However, the 
sign assembly is built into the actuator. Tietze teaches that it was known in the art to mount an 
electroluminescent sign to a touchpad 3 and mount that structure directly on the display surface. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to mount the electroluminescent sign to the actuator disclosed by Frolov, as taught by 
Tietze, instead of building it into the actuator in order to be able to retrofit the sign onto existing 
door actuators. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, it is not known what material is used to form the touchpad 
disclosed by Tietze. Because it is within the level of ordinary skill of a worker in the art to select 
from among known materials on the basis of their suitability for the fabrication of a given 
device, and since a person having ordinary skill in the art would know that plastic would be 
suitable for the fabrication of a touchpad, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to fabricate the touchpad disclosed by Tietze 
from plastic as a matter of choice in design, based on such factors as cost and availability of the 
materials to the designer. 

5. Claim 8 is are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frolov et al. 
(6,715,225) in view of Brown et al. (6,240,665), Logan (4,466,208) and Tietze et al. (6,698,1 18), 
as applied to claim 6, above, and further in view of D'Onofrio et al. (4,534,743). 

Frolov, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. 
However, the EL lamp disclosed by Logan is not encased in plastic. D'Onofrio teaches that it 
was known in the art to make an EL lamp that is encased in transparent plastic. See col. 1, lines 
30-38. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to replace the EL lamp disclosed by Logan with a lamp of the type taught by 
D'Onofrio as an obvious matter of choice in design, based on such factors as cost and 
availability of parts to the designer. 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frolov et al. 
(6,715,225) in view of Brown et al. (6,240,665) and Logan (4,466,208), as applied to claim 1, 
above, and further in view of D'Onofrio et al. (4,534,743). 

Frolov, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. 
However, the EL lamp disclosed by Logan is not encased in plastic. D'Onofrio teaches that it 
was known in the art to make an EL lamp that is encased in transparent plastic. See col. 1, lines 
30-38. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to replace the EL lamp disclosed by Logan with a lamp of the type taught by 
D'Onofrio as an obvious matter of choice in design, based on such factors as cost and 
availability of parts to the designer. 

7. Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frolov et al. 
(6,715,225) in view of Brown et al. (6,240,665) and Logan (4,466,208), as applied to claim 1, 
above, and further in view of Kinstler (5,005,306). 

Frolov, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. 
However, Logan does not mention an inverter. Kinstler teaches that it was known in the art to 
provide an inverter to an electroluminescent lamp in order to be able to run the lamp from a low 
voltage source. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the electroluminescent lamp disclosed by Logan with an inverter, 
as taught by Kinstler, in order to be able to operate the lamp from a low voltage source. 
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Regarding claim 17, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the inverter disclosed by Kinstler function with a 24- 
volt input, as an obvious matter of choice in design. 

Regarding claim 18, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to mount the inverter anywhere in the apparatus, as an obvious 
matter of choice in design. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary C. Hoge whose telephone number is (571) 272-6645. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5-4-9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the. examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (571) 272-665 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866^217-9197 (toll-free). 
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